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On May 14th, friends, supporters and sponsors gathered at the Garden City Hotel for Little
Flower's Spring Cocktail Reception, and it was an unforgettable evening! The night, titled
“A Place to Belong,” was a celebration of community and shared commitment to the
children, youth and families we serve.

A highlight of the evening was the recognition of honoree Linda Armyn and FourlLeaf
Federal Credit Union, whose growing support has become an invaluable part of the mental
health services we deliver every day.

Guests were also treated to a deeply moving address by Wilda Martin, a Little Flower alum
and our guest speaker. Wilda shared her personal story of adoption and connection, and it
was a powerful reminder of why this work matters and the lasting impact it can have.

We are proud to announce that through the generosity of our sponsors and guests,
the event raised nearly $280,000! The energy and generosity in the room were a
testament to the incredible community that surrounds Little Flower, and we are so grateful
to everyone who joined us.

Standing Up for Wage Equity at City Hall



Staff members from Little Flower and St. John's joined Human Services Council and

advocates from across the nonprofit sector in front of City Hall on May 14th, They gathered
to rally in support of landmark legislation aimed at closing the 30% pay gap between
nonprofit and government human services workers.

The energy was palpable. Our team members brought their voices and their solidarity to a
cause that hits close to home: fair wages for the people who show up every day to serve
our community.

The legislation we rallied behind matters beyond the paycheck. Higher salaries make it
possible for our workforce to be able to afford to live in NY and work in this sector, and that

means more consistent, stable services for the families who depend on them. We're grateful
to Human Services Council for their leadership, to our organizational leaders for
championing this effort, and above all, to the staff who made the trip downtown and made
their voices heard. We'll keep fighting until this gap is closed. Visit HSC's site to learn more
about their #justpay campaign and how you can help.



https://app.betterunite.com/littleflower2026
https://app.betterunite.com/littleflower2026
https://www.justpayny.org/

The youth at St. John’s are ready to pump some iron in the newly refreshed Weight

Room at the Rockaway Beach campus. Kudos to the staff for working hard to make
this space so bright and accessible!

Alumni Author Wilda Martin Celebrates Book Launch at Little
Flower

On Saturday, May 2nd, we had the honor of hosting Little Flower alum Wilda Martin for the
launch of her new book, I Am Jane, at our Flagship office in Brooklyn. Wilda's memoir
explores identity, resilience and belonging, and highlights the positive impact adoption had


https://giving.classy.org/campaign/674457/donate
https://giving.classy.org/campaign/674457/donate

in her life. We were also thrilled to welcome her as a guest speaker at our Spring Cocktail
Reception. Learn more and order your copy at wildajane.com.

Science Kit Donations Delight Youth

A generous donor from Capital One's New York office sponsored 14 STEM Boxes for Little
Flower youth through the Foster Love STEM Box program! Each box features a hands-on
KiwiCo science experiment covering Science, Technology, Engineering or Math. Students
receive a full scientist kit — including a lab coat, safety goggles, lab notebook, name
badge, STEM bookmarks and a certificate of achievement. Thank you to Foster Love for
sparking curiosity and creativity in the next generation!

Save the Date for Our Summer Festival
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FourLeaf Federal Credit Union Brings New Life to Campus
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A heartfelt thank-you to FourLeaf Federal Credit Union, whose volunteers recently
transformed two special spaces on our Wading River campus. The team built bookshelves,
desks, chairs, and yoga mat storage, then added finishing touches with rugs and decals to
create a vibrant Music Room and calming Zen Den. Thanks to their hard work and
generosity, Little Flower youth now have inspiring spaces to write music, practice yoga and
find peace.

Help Make Prom Magical for Our RTC Youth!

Calling all beauty experts! It's almost time for prom at the RTC, and we are looking for
volunteers to provide hair, makeup and nail services for our youth. If you've got what it
takes to make our youth feel their best on their special night, please contact Jennifer
Nadeau, Recreation and Volunteer Supervisor, at nadeauj@Ifchild.org.

Historic Photo Corner
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Our campus at Wading River is always adjusting to meet the changing needs of the
community and the people we serve. We also make improvements to the property as
needed, including our recent update of signage. Does anyone remember this old sign
from the front entrance?

Do you have any memorabilia or pictures of Little Flower you could share with us?

We are putting together an archive for our upcoming 1 ooth anniversary! Please

upload your digital treasures here, or email hickesk@]fchild.org if you have any
questions.
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